A fair go
at further
education

Apply for regional and rural grants

and scholarships with Country

Education Foundation _
Grants to assist rural and regional young people N

to pursue further education and training at TAFE,
university, in a course or apprenticeship.
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A falr go

at further
education
for rural anc
regional youth

Country Education Foundation Australia (CEF)
iIs a community-driven organisation that
provides funds to support further education
and training after school including:

W\

4

\

Callum  Apprenticeships

Goulburn
NSW

* University degrees
+ Diplomas and certificates
« TAFE courses

 Career-based training courses



Who do we help?

Since our inception in Boorowa in 1993, CEF has helped . .
thousands of young people with the costs of further

education in fields as diverse as fashion, technology, -
hospitality, trades, health, engineering, the arts, o®
education and more. .
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We've supported carpenters, teachers, shearers, elite s
dancers, lawyers, artists, doctors, mechanical engineers .
and childcare workers. .
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Whatever your circumstances and interests, we want you A
to succeed in whatever field you choose, knowing you .

have the funds to focus on your studies and the belief of ¢ .:’_.gj':
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your community to see it through. EE
Education changes lives. And families. ., J
And communities. .
We know that students from rural, regional and remote
areas often face enormous challenges when it comes to
accessing education and training.
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With financial assistance, support and resources, we
empower young people to pursue their interests and
realise their potential.

Our network of local foundations across Australia are run
by community volunteers with a passion for seeing rural
and regional youth succeed.

With the stability that comes from financial assistance,
and the belief and support of your local volunteers,

we hope you will be empowered to pursue the career
of your dreams!
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Applying to CEF

Once you leave school you will quickly
learn that success looks different to
each of us.

We know your ATAR isn't the only measure of your
potential and, in many cases, it won't even be
relevant to accessing further education.

We're far more interested in your passion for your
career path and your ability to make an impact.
Because truly, education changes lives, and
families, and communities.

Whether you apply your knowledge and skills
to a rural and regional community, or whether
you venture somewhere new; thanks to your
education, the future will be filled with more
possibilities.

Robert,
Shoalhaven NSW
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What funding is available?

CEF plays a support role in helping you access
further education and training.

We allocate grants to reimburse the costs
associated with further education like tools,
textbooks, technology, accommodation and
travel. We also award scholarships for specific
areas of interest.

Depending on your need and the costs of
pursuing your chosen course or apprenticeship,
you could receive a local grant of around $1,000 -
$5,000 in one year; and, for university students, a
scholarship of up to $30,000 over three years.




What CEF can do for you

Our student support program includes:

*  GRANTS: Our grants are funded by the
volunteer fundraising efforts of local
community foundations. Local grants are

allocated based on your need and commitment :

to your goal, not on academic results. To be
eligible for any further funding, you need to
have received a local grant — so be sure to
apply for one through your local foundation!

* NATIONAL SCHOLARSHIPS: All CEF
grant recipients are eligible to be considered
for extra funding in the form of CEF Extra
Scholarships. These scholarships are for
specific areas of study or vocation and funded
by generous partner donors who believe in
the potential of regional and rural youth. We
select our national scholarships from local
committee nominations, so be sure to discuss
this opportunity with your local foundation
members when you interview for a grant.

* EDUCATION PARTNER FUNDING: We
have been working with major education
providers for years who support our students
with additional funding every year. We provide
this funding after census date, upon receiving
confirmation of your enrolment. Find a full list
of education partners on our website.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Who can apply?
CEF is open to you if:

You are aged 16-25 years.

You have a demonstrated need,
including financial and / or
circumstance.

You have attended school or currently
live in the region supported by a CEF
local foundation (view the list on our
website).

You can demonstrate commitment to
completing your apprenticeship, further
study or training and achieving your
career goals.

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

How can | use the funds?

You can use the funds to pay for education
related expenses like accommodation, tools,
technology, supplies, travel and textbooks. Funds
are claimed through your local foundation via
reimbursement of expenses from your pool of
allocated funds.

What if | haven't decided yet?

Your application will be considered based on
intention to study and, if successful, you will only
receive the funds in the form of reimbursements
once you are enrolled in your training, TAFE or
university course or started your apprenticeship.
Our advice? You might as well apply. It's okay to
change your mind!

) Important! CEF grants are not just for first
//C?
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year students, but you must reapply every
year to be considered.

Apply to CEF even if you're
uncertain about your future
study plans. A grant just might
help you take that next step.

A FAIR GO AT FURTHER EDUCATION



More than just money

The social fabric of regional and rural communities is something special. Our network of foundations
amplifies that across the country, so wherever you choose to study, you'll have people willing to
connect with and support you.

When you become a CEF grant recipient you gain access to:

COMMUNITY CONNECTION: Our students are based all over the country. With
permission, we will connect students in new cities, and organise regular meetups
with staff and volunteers from CEF. Your local foundation volunteers are also there
to support you in navigating the challenges of post school life, settling into a new
home or making career decisions.

MENTOR PROGRAM: The CEF mentor program is an incredible opportunity for CEF
students and alumni to be matched with an appropriate mentor to facilitate growth,
broaden your network, develop goals and distil career aspirations.

WELLBEING SUPPORT: Our mental health program offers support and resources in
times of need. As part of our CEF Student Support program you have access to one

yearly session with a professional psychologist and if further sessions are required,
you can be referred to a GP for a mental health treatment plan.

MENTAL HEALTH FIRST AID ACCREDITATION: We offer access to Mental Health

First Aid training programs for our students and committees to equip them with the @
skills to provide early intervention and support to someone experiencing mental W
health issues.

ALUMNI AWARDS: The CEF Alumni Awards recognise the achievements of our
students and alumni in their chosen fields. This is a great opportunity to establish
yourself as a rising star in your industry and develop confidence and career-related
skills in the process.
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Your path to application....

Find your local foundation
(view the list on our website).

Pssst ... To be eligible for CEF funding
in any form, you must first receive a
local foundation grant. Make a note
of your local committee name,
contact info and closing date here:

Find the full list of local foundations
on our website.

Scope out our scholarships.

If a successful grant recipient, you could
be eligible for additional funding of up to
$30,000 over the course of your study.
Visit our website and make note of CEF
Extra Scholarships that apply to your
circumstances and area of interest.

g8, Step3

Mark some key dates in your
calendar.
As you consider your next step in

education, be aware of our timeline so
you don't miss any important cutoffs.

Key Dates

1ST JULY - SEPTEMBER:

CEF grant applications start to open
for all students (check your local
foundation's page for when they open).

30TH SEPTEMBER - 31ST OCTOBER:
CEF grant applications close

(check your local foundation's page
for their closing date).

NOVEMBER - DECEMBER: If successful

in reaching the next round of consideration,
your local foundation will contact you for
an interview.

MID-DECEMBER: Committee nominations
put forward for CEF Extra Scholarships.
Make sure you ask your local foundation
about these in your interview, so they can
nominate you for anything suitable.

JANUARY:
Grants announced for the current year.

FEBRUARY / MARCH: CEF Extra
Scholarships awarded for the current year.

APRIL - JULY: Additional funding available
to CEF students in the form of education
partner co-funding (for vocational students,
apprentices and university students) as well
as other grant opportunities. We will keep
you in the loop on any future funding that
you could be eligible for.

A FAIR GO AT FURTHER EDUCATION




In a hurry?
Kick things off by finding your

local foundation as a first step.

Visit: CEF.ORG.AU

It's easy to apply!

Our application process is designed to be
straightforward and simple to complete.

We recommend applying for a grant even if

you are unsure about what you'll end up doing.
Your application will be considered based on
intention to study and, if successful, you will only
receive the funds in the form of reimbursements
once you are enrolled in your training, TAFE or
university course or started your apprenticeship.

Most CEF recipients estimated that it took
them LESS THAN ONE HOUR to complete
the application.

* You can save your application and come
back to submit it when you're ready, so we
recommend just getting stuck in!

here to support you in whatever path of further

will confirm with you once it's time to enrol.
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* It's okay if you apply and change your mind. We're

study you choose. Get that application in and we

Applying for a CEF Grant ..

How to apply

Find your local foundation
and check that it's open for applications.

Select the "apply for a grant” button
on your foundation's page.

Register your information and save to continue.

You don't need to complete it in one go.
Save your application and come back to it
when you're ready.

Complete the application form and submit.

A confirmation email will be sent to the
email with which you applied (make sure
you add us to your safe senders list

and check your junk email too).

Your local foundation will contact you with
the next steps (including an interview).




30-MINUTES TO 1-HOUR is how long
/) our students estimated it took them to

complete their CEF grant application.

What's on the form?

Our application is designed to help us
understand your situation and what you
need to pursue further study.

We'll ask you things like what course
you intend on doing and where? How a
grant would help you achieve that goal
of further study? And what challenges
you face as a result of being a rural or
regional student.

Remember, it's okay to change your
mind! You won't receive any funds until
you are enrolled and have receipts for
study-related expenses.

We'll ask you a little about your family
and what they do, plus we'll ask you

to estimate your costs of further study
(see the breakout box on this page to
understand estimated costs).

We also want to know a bit about what
makes you a whole human being,
including your hobbies, achievements,
interests and goals for the future.

In case you're wondering, your
information is always secure and kept
confidential at all times.

Estimating your costs

Here are some numbers you'll need to
know before you submit your application
(ask someone for help if you're unsure):

dCombined family income bracket.

Expected costs of study including:

d Accommodation

d Travel
d Tools

d Course materials

ﬂ Technology

Tara,
Grenfell
NSW




€€ CEF not only provides
financial assistance but also
supports your mental health
and wellbeing. Knowing
that you have someone
that takes the time to check
in and provide additional
support and connections is
phenomenal.”

CLAIRE -
CEF ORANGE & DISTRICTS

Certificate Il in Agricultural
Mechanical Technology

.....................................

My CEF funds have
allowed me to pay for my
accommodation on campus
which has opened many
doors for me. It allows me
to not worry about finances
and focus on the things that
matter. Without the funds,
university would not be
possible and | am forever
grateful.

THOMSON - CEF FAR WEST \ ¢
Bachelor of Commerce e 3

€€ feel privileged to be part of a
community like CEF. They've been
a massive help and | don't think I'd
be where | am without their support.

| plan to stay connected to CEF
throughout my future years of study
at university!39

PRIA - CEF GRIFFITH
Bachelor of Law




Bachelor of Medicine/
Bachelor of Surgery journey possible. Their
support has eased my path
ee ceccscscscscscscsccccccccccces’ and motivated me to aim
.’ higher - I'm now preparing
Y. _ to apply for Honours, a goal |
: " The funding has made a wouldn't have dared to dream

€€ | honestly can't thank CEF
enough for the support so far,
it's made such a difference.
It's taken financial pressure
off and allowed me to focus
more on learning and less on
stressing about costs??

LA
..

IMREET - CEF GRIFFITH :
CEF has made my academic

huge difference to me. It has
allowed me to continue living
on campus and make the
most of everything at university.
My local grant allowed me to
buy a new computer when
mine suddenly broke??

without CEF support.

HAIFA - CEF YASS VALLEY

Bachelor of
Biomedical Science

AT,
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ISAAC - CEF COONAMBLE
Bachelor of Agriculture

€ The support from CEF has allowed ]
me to relieve some of the financial =
stress that comes from paying for
accommodation and travel to and from

TAFE. | have also spent some of my
grant on tools - | couldn't have afforded
them without my CEF funding.’ )

JACK - CEF WALGETT
Certificate Il Engineering & Fabrication (Boiler Making)
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When you leave school, you get to choose

that next step. Scan to apply for regional

For many, that's exciting! For others, and rural grants and

a little daunting. Here are some helpful F )
links to visit when making your decisions scholarshlps with Country

on further study. Education Foundation.

(] School Leavers Information Kit
to explore your study options

(] Options for when things don't
go as planned.

(] The ComparED website to help you
choose where to study

(] Figure out your apprenticeship
with this resource

(] Search for a short course or traineeship

(] Explore the Year 13 website
for post-school advice

(] Accommodation options
when moving out of home

(] Calculate your cost of living
with this moneysmart tool

(] Find other forms of financial assistance
(] Search for more scholarships

(] Learn more about CEF Extra
Scholarships

® vView our guide
with links to
s supporting websites

Country
Education
Foundation

AUSTRALIA

CEF.ORG.AU


https://cef.org.au/resources/school-leavers/

